Subjective ordering and working memory in alcoholic Korsakoff patients.
Frontal-lobe dysfunction of alcoholic Korsakoff patients was studied by presenting four tasks requiring short-term retention, as well as different degrees and types of control. Digit span forward was considered a measure of passive short-term retention; missing scan measures memory search and comparison, in addition to retention; and two subjective ordering tasks measure active generation of responses in addition to the processes in the other two tasks. The results showed no evidence of reduced performance for any of these tasks, when compared with performance of control subjects. The hypothesis that Korsakoff patients have a frontal-lobe dysfunction in addition to their amnesia needs some qualification because of these results: Frontal-lobe function specific to the ordering of verbal responses seems to be intact in Korsakoff patients.